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Bains Dicks up key role ir’ new cabinet 


The first official look at Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s new cabinet, which sees MPs reshuffled to key spots to balance campaign pri- 
orities. Mississauga-Malton MP is the new Minister of Innovation, Science and Industry, announced Wednesday. (PMO) 


A Mississauga MP has picked up a 
key role in a federal cabinet shuffle. 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau un- 
veiled his new and improved cabinet 
Wednesday afternoon, which aims to 
balance key priorities such as middle- 
class prosperity and climate change 
while addressing tensions created 
during last month's federal election. 

Mississauga-Malton MP Navdeep 
Bains will become the new Minister 
of Innovation, Science and Industry, 
while a key role for the new cabinet 
will go to Chrystia Freeland, who 
steps up from her previous role as 
Minister of Global Affairs to act as the 
new Minister of Intergovernmental 
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Affairs and deputy Prime Minister 
role. 

"(I'm) honoured to be named Min- 
ister of Innovation, Science and In- 
dustry in Prime Minister Trudeau’s 
new cabinet. Congrats and welcome 
to my new Cabinet colleagues," Bains 
said in an online post late Wednesday 
afternoon, one of several made by 
newly-minted MPs. "I look forward to 
building on our progress, delivering 
on our commitments, and creating 
opportunities for all Canadians." 

Bains previously served as the Min- 
ister of Innovation, Science and Eco- 
nomic Development from 2015 
through this year. 
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Freeland has been tapped to deal 


with Conservative premiers through- 
out the country, previously faced 
down mercurial U.S. President Don- 
ald Trump during renegotiation ef- 
forts for the North American Free 


Trade Agreement. 


Freeland will also face off against 
premiers who have been critical of 
carbon-tax initiatives and the Key- 


stone XL pipeline project. 

Notably, 
mark the first time Trudeau 
named a deputy Prime Minister. 
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“i BEORECHRISTMAS | 
CALENDAR¢fEVENTS - 


* DEC. 1st LAUNCH PARTY 
at: Roc’n Doc’s, Port Credit 4:30PM-8:30PM 


* DEC. 35RD Family Friendly TURKEY DINNER 
at: Oasis Banquet Hall, Lakeview 6:30PM-9:30PM 


* DEC. 7rH STREETSVILLE BREAKFAST 
at: Drake a Firkin Pub 8:00AM-11:00AM 


% DEC. 10TH rupy cuzzetto mee BITE at the BROGUE 
at: The Brogue Inn 6:30PM-8:30PM 


x» November 30TH — December 22ND 
LAKEVIEW SUNSET GRILL PANCAKE BREAKFAST 


* NexGenRX TURKEY DRIVE until December 14th 


wey Together We Will Make a Difference VS" 
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Bains, Freeland big picks in new cabinet 


Continued from Pg 1 


Freeland now has the au- 
thority to act in his stead 
during ceremonial functions 
and other policy roles. 

In a statement Wednesday, 
Trudeau said that Canadians 
chose to "continue moving 
forward", a slogan that was 
emphasized repeatedly in 
his campaign appearances. 

"From coast to coast to 
coast, people chose to invest 
in their families and com- 
munities, create good mid- 
dle class jobs, and fight 
climate change while keep- 
ing our economy strong and 
growing," Trudeau said. 
"Canadians sent the mes- 
sage that they want us to 
work together to make 
progress on the issues that 
matter most, from making 
their lives more affordable 
and strengthening the 
healthcare system, to pro- 
tecting the environment, 
keeping our communities 
safe, and moving forward 
on reconciliation with In- 
digenous peoples. People ex- 
pect Parliamentarians to 
work together to deliver 
these results, and that’s ex- 
actly what this team will do. 

Trudeau also announced 
the rest of his newly-formed 
cabinet during a swearing- 
in ceremony, which include: 


- Anita Anand becomes 
Minister of Public Services 
and Procurement 

- Carolyn Bennett remains 
Minister of Crown-Indige- 
nous Relations 

- Marie-Claude Bibeau re- 
mains Minister of Agricul- 
ture and Agri-Food 

- Bill Blair becomes Minis- 
ter of Public Safety and 
Emergency Preparedness 

Bardish Chagger be- 
comes Minister of Diversity 
and Inclusion and Youth 

- Francois-Philippe Cham- 
pagne becomes Minister of 
Foreign Affairs 

- Jean-Yves Duclos be- 
comes President of the 
Treasury Board 

- Mona Fortier becomes 
Minister of Middle Class 
Prosperity and Associate 
Minister of Finance 

- Marc Garneau remains 
Minister of Transport 

- Karina Gould becomes 
Minister of International 
Development 

Steven Guilbeault be- 
comes Minister of Canadian 
Heritage 

‘Patty Hajdu becomes 
Minister of Health 

- Ahmed Hussen becomes 
Minister of Families, Chil- 
dren and Social Develop- 
ment 

- Mélanie Joly becomes 
Minister of Economic Devel- 


opment and Official Lan- 
guages 

- Bernadette Jordan be- 
comes Minister of Fisheries, 
Oceans and the Canadian 
Coast Guard 

- David Lametti remains 
Minister of Justice and At- 
torney General of Canada 

Dominic LeBlanc be- 

comes President of the 
Queen’s Privy Council for 
Canada 

- Diane Lebouthillier re- 
mains Minister of National 
Revenue 

- Lawrence MacAulay re- 
mains Minister of Veterans 
Affairs and Associate Minis- 
ter of National Defence 

- Catherine McKenna be- 
comes Minister of Infra- 
structure and Communities 

- Marco E. L. Mendicino 
becomes Minister of Immi- 
gration, Refugees and Citi- 
zenship 

Marc Miller becomes 

Minister of Indigenous Serv- 
ices 

- Maryam Monsef becomes 
Minister for Women and 
Gender Equality and Rural 
Economic Development 

- Bill Morneau remains 
Minister of Finance 

- Joyce Murray becomes 
Minister of Digital Govern- 
ment 

- Mary Ng becomes Minis- 
ter of Small Business, Ex- 


port Promotion and Interna- 
tional Trade 
Seamus O’Regan _be- 
comes Minister of Natural 
Resources 
Carla Qualtrough be- 
comes Minister of Employ- 
ment, Workforce 
Development and Disability 
Inclusion 
- Pablo Rodriguez becomes 
Leader of the Government 
in the House of Commons 
Harjit Sajjan remains 
Minister of National Defence 
Deb Schulte becomes 
Minister of Seniors 
- Filomena Tassi becomes 


Minister of Labour 
Dan Vandal becomes 

Minister of Northern Affairs 

- Jonathan Wilkinson be- 
comes Minister of Environ- 
ment and Climate Change 

Jim Carr will also serve as 
a special representative for 
the Prairies, Trudeau an- 
nounced during the cere- 
mony. Born and raised in 
Winnipeg, Carr's role will be 
to give residents in Mani- 
toba, Alberta and 
Saskatchewan a voice in 
Parliament. 

"We introduce the strong, 
diverse, and experienced 


team that will work to- 
gether to tackle the big is- 
sues that matter to people 
from coast to coast to coast," 
Trudeau said. "Whether it’s 
making life more affordable 
for the middle class, taking 
action on climate change, or 
keeping our communities 
safe we will continue work- 
ing tirelessly for all Canadi- 
ans.” 

Brampton currently has 
five Liberal MPs, four of 
which are second-timers. 
None of them were nomi- 
nated for key positions 
within the new cabinet. 
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Brampton cuts down on new group homes, supportive housing 


by Alex Gregory 


An interim by-law passed 
Wednesday during Bramp- 
ton’s regular council meeting 
could mean big changes for 
long-term planning in the 
city. 

Council voted to approve a 
control by-law that would 
prohibit the creation and reg- 
istration of supportive hous- 
ing facilities and new group 
homes near the Bramalea 
area - which has been the sub- 
ject of a dispute between a 
seniors’ home and local resi- 
dents for the last several 
months. 

The by-law stems from an 
application made by the 
owner of a detached house at 
23 Hillside Drive, located 
within the Bramalea commu- 
nity, who planned to convert 
the property into a private re- 


tirement residence for six 
seniors. The owner, Esther 
Isaacs, faced resistance from 
residents who asked for the 
city to conduct a review of her 
application. 

While Isaacs said that the 
proposed residence is “part of 
(the) solution” to address a 
lack of hospital beds in 
Brampton, referring to ongo- 
ing efforts from the city and 
other partners to seek fund- 
ing that will address “hallway 
hallcare”, others have said 
Isaacs is trying to force the 
issue through and trying to 
create a business in a residen- 
tial neighbourhood. 

After meetings regarding 
the issue, staff were asked by 
council to generate a report 
indicating whether applica- 
tions should be frozen pend- 


ing further review. As a re- 
sult, Brampton council voted 
Wednesday to prohibit appli- 
cations for new group homes 
or accept applications for sup- 
portive housing facilities in 
the area bounded by Highway 
410, Bovaird Drive, Dixie 
Road and Queen Street. 

The by-law will remain in 
effect until mid-May. 

During Wednesday’s meet- 
ing, councillors also expressed 
concern that registering new 
group home applications be- 
fore the review is complete 
could impede the City’s long- 
term planning objectives, 
meant to address the needs of 
all Brampton residents. 

Keep watching Peel Weekly 
News for additional stories on 
this development. 


Wedding Receptions 


Birthday Anniversaries 


An undated handout photo of 23 Hillside Drive in Brampton, as distrbuted by. 
property is in the limelight via a new by-law that prohibits the creation and r 
portive housing facilities and new group homes near the Bramalea area. (Sub 
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Local Lowe’s gets the ax in restructuring move 


by Alex Gregory 


A local Lowe’s home im- 
provement store in Missis- 
sissauga is one of 34 
branches being closed by 
its parent company in a 
move to address “under 
performing” locations, the 
retailer announced 
Wednesday. 

The Lowe’s location at 
4141 Dixie Road, located 
within Rockwood Mall, is 
one of five locations within 
the GTA to be shuttered in 
the restructuring move, 
alongside locations in 
North Etobicoke, Oshawa, 
Ajaz and Aurora. In total, 
nine locations across the 
province will be affected 
by the restructuring, the 
company’s CEO said late 
Wednesday. 

“While making decisions 
that impact our associates 
and their families is never 
easy, closing underper- 
forming stores is a neces- 
sary step in our plan to 
ensure the long-term sta- 
bility and growth of osaid 
the company’s interim 


president, Tony Cioffi, who 
noted that the chain is tak- 
ing “decisive action to 
build a healthy business 
which will provide us with 
the flexibility to reinvest in 
our future growth.” 

To that end, Cioffi said 
the changes will “optimize 
its network” and help 
“drive efficiency”, includ- 
ing investments in supply 
chains, its online presence 
and affiliated dealers. 

The affected stores will 
close at the end of January. 
It's not clear how many 
people might lose their 
jobs, but the company says 
"eligible employees will be 
offered the opportunity to 
transfer to a nearby store." 

The company also said 
Wednesday that it will 
seek to restructure corpo- 
rate staff. 

The other affected GTA 
stores include: 

- Lowe's Etobicoke - 
North (48 Lowe's Place) 

- Reno-Depot Aurora 
(140 First Commerce 


Drive) 

- RONA Oshawa (1279 
Simcoe Street North) 

- RONA Ajax (19 Notion 
Road) 


The announcement 


comes a week after RONA 
Canada was ordered to re- 
frain from using the words 
“Truly Canadian” and 


“Proudly Canadian” in its 
signage, after a complaint 
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was filed with the coun- 
try’s advertising regulator, 
Ad Standards, as RONA is a 
division of the U.S. based 


Lowe’s. 


Province pushes for harsher 
driving penalties 


In the wake of a string of ac- 
cidents and distracted driving 
incidents in Peel Region, the 
province is implementing a few 
tweaks to distracted driving 
laws. 

Distracted driving, particu- 
larly the use of handheld de- 
vices while driving, has become 
such a huge problem that the 
Ontario government is propos- 
ing new laws. 

Earlier this week, the Ontario 
Provincial Police explained the 
magnitude of the issue at hand: 
“Distracted driving is cited asa 
causal factor in 30 to 50 per- 
cent of traffic collisions in On- 
tario but is probably much 
higher due to under-reporting.” 

As of late, numerous motor 
vehicle accidents and dis- 
tracted driving incidents have 
resulted in major media cover- 
age, prompting concern from 
municipal leaders and commu- 
nity advocates to find solutions 
to the problem. 

Distracted driving kills. Pe- 
riod. Laws are finally being put 
into place to encourage drivers 
to keep their eyes on the road 
and to put safety first. 

When you think of distracted 
driving, you probably think of 
someone texting while driving, 
or maybe eating food while 
driving. 


However, the RCMP recently 
released a comprehensive list 
of things that can distract you 
while driving. 

Part of the reason for this 
crackdown on distracted driv- 
ing is due to the increase in col- 
lisions associated with it. 
According to the Ontario gov- 
ernment, deaths from colli- 
sions caused by distracted 
driving have doubled since the 
year 2000. Additionally, driv- 
ers who use their phones while 
driving are four times more 
likely to crash than drivers fo- 
cusing on the road. 

According to the Ontario gov- 
ernment, drivers with an A, B, 
C, D, E, F, G, and/or M licence 
who are caught driving while 
distracted for the first time will 
be fined $615 if settled out of 
court, and up to $1,000 if they 
fight the ticket and lose. Addi- 
tionally, they'll receive three 
demerit points and their li- 
cence will be suspended for 
three days. 

The second time a driver 
with any of the above licenses 
is caught driving while dis- 
tracted, they'll be fined the 
base rate of $615 if settled out 
of court, and up to $2,000 if 
they fight the ticket and lose. 

They'll also receive six de- 
merit points and their licence 


will be suspended for seven 
days. 

Finally, third-time offenders 
will be fined a flat rate of $615 
if settled out of court, and up to 
$3,000 if they fight the ticket 
and lose. They'll also receive 
six demerit points, and their li- 
cence will be suspended for 30 
days. 

For novice drivers--drivers 
with either a Gi, G2, M1 or M2 
licence--the fines will be the 
same, but their licences will be 
suspended for longer; 30 days 
for the first conviction, 90 days 
for the second conviction, and 
if they are convicted a third 
time, their licence will be re- 
voked and they will have to 
restart the process. 

Further, drivers who endan- 
ger the lives of others due to 
being distracted could face ad- 
ditional charges for careless 
driving. 

The penalties for careless 
driving can include six demerit 
points, fines up to $2,000, a jail 
term of six months, and a li- 
cence suspension of up to two 
years. 

Distracted driving can lead to 
reduced reaction time, im- 
paired judgment. possibly 
falling asleep behind the wheel, 
and injuring or killing passen- 
gers or other people. 


Former candidate suing 
police over arrest leak 


A$12 million lawsuit is 
being filed against Toronto 
Police for allegedly leaking 
secret police documents for a 
campaign to defame a 
Brampton provincial candi- 
date. 

The lawsuit, filed Tuesday, 
alleges that the candidacy of 
Progressive Conservative 
candidate Nick Gahunia was 
cancelled just before last 
year’s provincial election, 
after a series of “letters of ar- 
rest” for the candidate were 
emailed to local residents. 

Earlier this year, a Toronto 
police officer was charged 
with disciplinary crimes re- 
lated to obtaining documents 
related to Gahunia and pass- 
ing them on to other mem- 
bers. This person is also 
being questioned. 

Franco Adario, a Toronto 
criminal lawyer who filed the 
case in favor of Jewel, says 
the police's credibility has 
risen because of the apparent 
and abusive actions of the of- 
ficer. 

At the time of the trial, the 
Statement of Claims stated 
that the defendant had inter- 
fered with the Canadian elec- 
tion and flouted’ the 
democratic process. It is also 


alleged that due to the leak- 
ing of documents related to 
Gahunia’s matter with the 
police, the PC leadership 
chose to end their associaton 
with him. 

The lawsuit also mentions 
a man named John Doe, who 
mailed the document in ques- 
tion. 

In a news article published 
Tuesday, Gahunia said he 
wants to know who the other 
person is who is involved in 
the case, besides the officer 
already charged. Detective 
Constable Sue Lum's case has 
already been pending with 
the Toronto Police Correc- 
tional Tribunal. 

In an email to the National 
Post, Gahunia said the inci- 
dent had ruined his life. 

Gahunia was being consid- 
ered as the frontline candi- 
date for the Brampton Centre 
Progressive Conservative 
nomination. At the time of 
his candidacy being revoked, 
Gahunia was serving as a rid- 
ing president and had signed 
up 3,000 out of 5,000 mem- 
bers located within the con- 
stituency. Copies of the police 
records in question were cir- 
culated last April. 
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Illegal actions adopted by Punjabi students in Canada 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


The dream of many stu- 
dents, including those in the 
Punjab region, is to move to 
Canada. Parents also want 
their children to migrate to 
Canada or other countries be- 
cause of its high quality of ed- 
ucation, job opportunities and 
quality of life. 

Whether parents have to 
sell their land and their home 
or own gold jewelry, they are 
ready to do anything for their 
children's brighter future. 

There are several reasons 
that youths would want to 
move abroad. The dream of a 
better life in Canada and the 
subtleties shown by agents 
are just one aspect of it, but 
more and more students what 
kind of life, the business they 
do legitimate, or illegal Par- 
ents are left unaware of all 
this. 

In Punjab and Punjabi, there 
is a lot of hype about the 
Canadian government's lib- 
eral policies and the living 
standard of the people of 
Canada. 

It is reported that Punjabis 
are living in Canada, in every 
field, including politics, which 
has been realized in the recent 
election of 18 Punjabi MPs 


who won their seats in the 
federal election. 

This awareness campaign is 
being carried out by the oper- 
ators of many travel agents 
from International English 
Language Teaching Centres 
(ILETS) in Punjab and many 
other countries. 

Our educational institu- 
tions, some universities, and 
even governments are en- 
gaged in the services of their 
imperial masters. Yearly, 
about one percent of Canada's 
population comprises landed 
immigrants. 

Canada is preaching that 
youths are being invited there 
for higher education, but the 
truth is that the Canadian 
government is encouraging 
youths to do things that Cana- 
dians do not want to do - like 
truck driving, permanent em- 
ployees, gas stations. labour 
work, farm work, domestic 
servitude, and every other job 
that Canadians are not happy 
about. 

Canada has never told the 
whole truth about the future 
of Punjabi youth to be re- 
vealed. Only 5 to 10 per cent 
of youths actually get higher 
education. More than go per 
cent are excluded from higher 
education and work for those 
who do not need higher edu- 
cation. 

Many agents and youths 
know that higher education is 
just an excuse, and in fact, it 
is only a means of obtaining a 
Visa. It's PR. 


< The Compass 


They have to do things that 
have nothing to do with edu- 
cation. 

Many universities, where 
these youths are enrolled, 
provide diplomas that aren’t 
worth the paper they’re 
printed on. 

They rent one or two rooms 
in high-rise buildings or malls 
where only the students have 
to deposit fees. There is no 
provision for higher educa- 
tion. In the universities that 
are actually located, Punjabi 
students are almost three 
times more likely to be Cana- 
dian students. 

A teenager has to spend up 
to Rs 40 lakh to get to Canada. 
It has been rumored that bil- 
lions of crores of rupees are 
coming from Punjab every 
year in Canadian government 
accounts. 

Canada and the agents only 
told half of the truth to be re- 
vealed to encourage migration 
among Punjabis. The achieve- 
ments of the Punjabis are only 
publicized. There is no talk of 
negative aspects of Punjabis' 
lives. 

For example, Punjabi youth 
are living a life of crime. Many 
are losing their lives or killing 
innocent people by commit- 
ting violent acts by becoming 
members of gangs. 

A large number of youths 
are joining the drug trade. 
Many of them join illegal 
human trafficking. Many girls 
have adopted the profession 
of prostitution. All of the 


above trades include girls. 
Some are on the streets for 
prostitution. At the top, there 
is a high level of prostitution 
in massage parlors in Canada. 

Many of those teens have 
made their way into Canada. 
Many of them are rich spoiled 
teens they don’t value the 
hard-earned money from 
their parents. They only im- 
migrate for a sole purpose to 
get Canadian PR, and being a 
student is just a way to get in. 

Their parents sell their 
lands, borrow money to feed 
these jerks. What are they 
doing here? Putting their 
community and country to 
shame. They are making the 
whole Indian community a 
laughingstock in front of oth- 


THE COMPASS 
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We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 


* Volunteer 


* Host a food drive 
* Follow us on social media 


ers. When you get things ona 
plate, you don’t value it. 

As they never respect rules 
back home, they are doing the 
same here in Canada. They lit- 
ter, cause fights in a parking 
lot, college or mall, and drive 
recklessly. 

That being said, a rotten 
apple spoils the barrel. We 
should not stereotype all Pun- 
jabis or Indian international 
students in the same way. 
While a number of them are 
as shown in the videos, we 
should apply our own judge- 
ment and act prudently. 

There could be probably 
only 3 -5 per cent of students 
that are causing the problem. 
The other 95 - 97 per cent are 
very nice and obey the rules of 


this country. Also, many 
young people suffer from de- 
pression and move away from 
their community. It is com- 
mon for these young people to 
suffer from kidney damage, 
heart disease and other ill- 
nesses. 

Some Punjabis have indeed 
achieved great successes in 
politics, business, and aca- 
demic fields, but how many 
other Punjabis have been sac- 
rificed for the success of oth- 
ers? It is not estimated by our 
youth or the community. 
Some people are aware of all 
this, but they have kept silent 
and are keeping the commu- 
nity's future in the dark. 

It’s all about our youths. 


www.thecompass.ca 
f w © CompassFoodBank 
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Community lends a helping hand after robbery 


Residents and compa- 
nies from across the com- 
munity rallied over the 
last two weeks to raise 
funds to offset the theft 
of tools from a Missis- 
sauga-based charity. 

As reported by Peel 
Weekly News on Nov. 7, 
local organization Habi- 
tat for Humanity Halton- 
Mississauga (HTHHM) 
was robbed several times 
over a month-and-a-half 
period, with thieves 
breaking in to steal tools 
and other essential items 
from the charity’s fleet of 
donation and_ salvage 
trucks totalling several 
thousand dollars. 

In total, the organiza- 
tion was robbed on three 
separate occasions, with 
more than $5,000 in 
tools being stolen during 
the first two robberies 
alone. 

Since then, the commu- 
nity and local companies 
have stepped up to pro- 
vide “an overwhelming 
amount of support”, the 
organization’s CEO told 
Peel Weekly News on 
Monday. 

“Because of the gen- 


TOWN OF CALEDON 


erosity of our partners 
and the _ surrounding 
community, we can con- 
tinue to provide a solid 
foundation for people to 
build better, healthier 
lives through affordable 
homeownership," said 
the organization’s CEO, 
John Gerrard. 

“Our appreciation of 
their selflessness cannot 
be overstated. Because of 
their donations, we can 
effectively continue our 
operations and service 
the less fortunate. We are 
so grateful for that.” 

The organization said 
that a number of compa- 
nies, including Home 
Depot Canada, the na- 
tional partner for Habitat 
for Humanity,  con- 
tributed funds and mate- 
rials to offset the loss. 

A member of the com- 
munity, Celina Close, also 
helped drive awareness 
of the  organization’s 
cause to integral dona- 
tors, and went out of her 
way to purchase tools for 
the affiliate, which was 
“incredibly selfless of 
her”, said Gerrard. A 
long-time anonymous 


corporate partner also 
reached out to financially 
compensate for the loss, 
he continued. 

The tools that are being 
donated will allow the or- 
ganization to continue 


their charitable initia- 
tives, such as_ Free 
Kitchen Salvages, Free 
Donation Pickup, and 


Handyman home im- 
provement services. 

The initiatives all gen- 
erate revenue that is di- 
rected back into building 
homes. 

“It is integral for com- 
munity builders such as 
Habitat HM to have these 
tools available,” said Ger- 
rard. “Without the proper 
apparatus, they can no 
longer effectively build 
and operate.” 

In a statement earlier 
this month, the organiza- 
tion said that aside from 
its mission to supply af- 
fordable housing in the 
community, they also 
offer free kitchen decon- 
structions, which help 
generate product that is 
subsequently sold by the 
ReStores, located 
throughout the GTA. 


BOLTON LINE ~~ 


A transit service for Bolton 


Know when the bus arrives. 
To download the app, visit: 
caledon.ca/transit 
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Long-time city manager set to retire 


After 15 years as Missis- 
sauga’s city manager, Jan- 
ice Baker is ready to hang 
up her hat. 

The long-time Missis- 
sauga city manager an- 
nounced Wednesday that 
she will be retiring from 
her role next year, cap- 
ping off a career that 
most recently saw her 
contribute to the develop- 
ment of the city’s 2019-20 
budget. 

“Mississauga is in the 
enviable position we are 
today in thanks to Janice’s 
leadership, dedication and 
hard work,” Mayor Bon- 
nie Crombie said during 
the announcement, which 
was made at Mississauga 
council’s regular meeting. 

“There is a reason that 
Mississauga has gained a 
reputation across the mu- 
nicipal sector as a fiscally 
responsible, well-oiled 
machine. It’s been a pleas- 
ure to work with Janice 
over the past eight years 
as Mayor and before that 


as a Councillor.” 

Crombie went on to 
thank Janice for her over 
30-year commitment to 
public service and wished 
her all the best as she em- 
barks on a new chapter. 

“While she will be 
missed, I’m confident that 
our City is in good hands 
and prepared for the fu- 
ture,” said Mayor Crom- 
bie. 

Peel Weekly News re- 
cently spoke to Baker dur- 
ing a breakfast event to 
unveil the city’s budget, 
which is being deliberated 
on through a series of 
consultation meetings 
being held throughout the 
month. 

Baker said Monday that 
the city’s upcoming 
budget would balance a 
number of key infrastruc- 
ture initiatives and city 
services with the chang- 
ing needs of the city. 

"At the end of the day, 
we're satisfied that (this 
budget) balances the de- 


mand for services with 
the need to drive efficien- 
cies and to respond to the 
growth that's happening 
in the city and the chang- 
ing demands of resi- 
dents," Baker said. 

The city is currently 
looking to ensure a seam- 
less transition for both 
residents and staff, said 
Crombie Wednesday, not- 
ing that it will be critical 
that the next city manager 
understands the corpo- 
rate culture and what sets 
Mississauga apart from 
other municipalities in 
their approach to busi- 
ness. 

“She leaves big shoes to 
fill. We look forward to 
embarking on the next 
chapter of our City’s fu- 
ture,” added Crombie. 

Mississauga council will 
hold a special in-camera 
meeting on Nov. 27, 2019 
to discuss next steps and 
the process for recruiting 
Mississauga’s next City 
Manager. 


Suspect sought in sexual 
assault investigation 


Acomposite sketch has 
been released of a suspect 
at the centre of a sexual as- 
sault investigation. 

Peel Police said Friday 
that investigators from the 
Peel Regional Police Special 
Victims Unit are looking for 
public information regard- 
ing the investiga- 
tion, which 
stems from a 
Nov. 10 incident 
where a female 
victim was ap- 
proached be- 
tween 1-3 a.m. in 
the Bovaird 
Drive West and 
Chinguacousy 
Road area in 
Brampton. 

The male sus- 
pect offered to 
give her a ride 
home. The victim 
entered the vehi- 
cle and a short 
time later real- 
ized that she was 
not being driven 
home; the sus- 
pect drove her to 
a parking lot 
where he sexu- 
ally assaulted 


her. The suspect was last 
seen driving a 2015-2016 
Nissan Sentra. 

Residents who have any 
additional information re- 
garding the investigation 
are asked to call (905) 453- 
2121, ext. 3460. 


Travel safety initiative Mississauga man nabbed 
launches for locals 


Peel Police announced last 
week that they are continu- 
ing to remain focused on 
the safety of pedestrians 
and motorists within our 
school communities, via the 
launch of a series of traffic 
safety initiatives in partner- 
ship with local school 
boards and by-law enforce- 
ment units. 

The safety initiatives, 
which launched Monday, 
will see officers from re- 
gional and divisional traffic 
units and School Resource 
Officers proactively pa- 
trolling school communities 
throughout Brampton and 
Mississauga enforcing all 
applicable Provincial High- 
way Traffic Act offences. 

Officers will be educating 
both motorists and pedes- 
trians through enforcement 
and through the use of the 
police service’s social media 
platforms. 

The areas of focus for the 
campaign will be school bus 
safety, speeding, and dis- 
tracted driving. 

The campaign will be in 
effect for two weeks and re- 
sults will be made available 


at the conclusion of the 
campaign. 

Drivers are reminded that 
when a school bus has 
stopped and activated it’s 
flashing red lights, all vehi- 
cles travelling behind or ap- 
proaching the bus must 
come to a complete stop, 20 
metres before reaching the 
bus. The crossing arm and 
stop sign on the school bus 
do not have to be activated. 

If drivers are travelling in 
the opposite direction of the 
bus and there is a solid me- 
dian dividing the roadway, 
vehicles are not required to 
stop. 

An essential part of road 
safety is education. Mo- 
torists and pedestrians are 
encouraged to familiarize 
themselves with the laws in 
school zones and when ap- 
proaching or meeting a 
stopped school bus. Road 
safety is a shared responsi- 
bility. 

For further information 
on road safety tips, visit 
peelpolice.ca/en/safety- 
tips/road-safety.aspx. 


after brazen shooting 


A 31 year-old man is 
under arrest in connec- 
tion with a _ brazen 
shooting that took place 
in Mississauga last 
week. 

Authorities from 11 
Division’s Criminal In- 
vestigation Bureau re- 
sponded to reports of a 
shooting on Aug. 13 at 
approximately 2:30 
p.m. in the Apple Blos- 
som Circle area. 

Upon arriving at the 
scene, they located a fe- 
male victim suffering 
from gunshot wounds. 

Amale suspect, who 
had fled the scene, was 
located a short time 
later in the Stargazer 
and Sandford Farm 
Drive area. When the 
authorities attempted 
to arrest him, an alter- 
cation occurred in 
which the suspect stole 
a police vehicle. The ve- 
hicle was subsequently 
recovered a short dis- 


tance away due to the 
suspect abandoning it. 

The suspect was later 
identified as Michael 
Cleghorn, a 31-year-old 
man with no fixed ad- 
dress. 

On Nov. 14, Cleghorn 
was arrested by investi- 
gators from 11 Division. 
Cleghorn appeared in 
Brampton court the fol- 
lowing day to stand for 
multiple offences, in- 
cluding attempted mur- 
der, assault, two counts 
of stealing a motor ve- 
hicle and multiple 
firearm related charges. 

The Special Investiga- 
tions Unit has also been 
called in relation to the 
incident. 

Anyone with addi- 
tional information re- 
garding the case is 
asked to call 11 Division 
at (905) 453-2121, ext. 
141232), 
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World Vision unveils new report on vulnerable children 


As the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child 
(CRC) turns 30 and a new 
cabinet is sworn in this 
week, Mississauga’s World 
Vision Canada is unveiling 
a new report offering five 
critical recommendations 
to the Government of 
Canada, urging continued 
focus on its international 
commitments and recent 
federal election promises to 
the world's most vulnera- 
ble children. 

Current Canadian com- 
mitments should be more 
focused on children living 
in conflict and disaster, ac- 
cording to the "Making 
Children our Priority" re- 
port, which was released 
Monday. Recent research 
conducted by the Canadian 
International Development 
Platform in partnership 
with World Vision found 
that only USD $123 million, 
or 3.9 per cent of total 
Canadian ODA spending in 
2017, went to projects in 
fragile, dangerous contexts 
that were specifically fo- 
cused on children. 


Over the next decade, 80 
per cent of the world's 
poorest people will live in 
fragile and conflict-affected 
places - the majority of 
them will be children. 

These children face ex- 
treme levels of abuse, ex- 
ploitation, deprivation and 
violence, says World Vi- 
sion. They experience the 
highest levels of food inse- 
curity, malnutrition, and 
mortality rates, and are 
nearly three times more 
likely to be out of school 
than other children. This 
directly impacts global se- 
curity, gender equality and 
child well-being. 

Promises to the CRC and 
made during the recent 
federal election will not 
succeed unless Canada and 
the international commu- 
nity redoubles its efforts in 
these places. 

Key recommendations for 
Canada to meet its prom- 
ises to children in danger- 
ous places: 

* Place children and 
youth living in the world's 
most difficult places at the 


heart of its international 
assistance strategy. To do 
so, the Government of 
Canada should: 

¢ Invest in access to edu- 
cation, delivering on its 
campaign promise. 

* Increase funding to 
peacebuilder programs, 
championing the Youth, 
Peace and Security Agenda. 

¢ Establish a Global Chil- 
dren's Advisory Council, 
amplifying voices of chil- 
dren from fragile contexts. 

¢ Increase funding to 
fragile context to at least 
20% of Official Develop- 
ment Assistance (ODA). 

¢ Focus funding on pre- 
venting violence to im- 
prove efficiencies of time, 
money, and human re- 
sources. 

¢ Ensure gender-respon- 
sive programs. Conflict and 
displacement impacts 
women and girls the most. 

¢ Convene sector-wide di- 
alogue. Partner with faith 
leaders to build engage- 
ment and development. 

"Current commitments 
simply aren't focused 


enough on children living 
in the most dangerous 
places," said World Vision 
president and CEO Michael 
Messenger on Monday. 
"Canada has to take ad- 
vantage of the opportunity 
to step up and lead the 
global community in con- 
tinuing to support the 
rights of children. I'm in- 
spired by the girls and boys 
that I meet when I travel, 
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especially in the world's 
toughest places. They have 
endured more hardships 
than we can imagine. Now 
is the time for Canada's 
government to be bolder in 
working toward achieving 
global stability, security 
and gender equality." 

"A proverb says 'educat- 
ing a girl educates a na- 
tion'," says Martine Riziki, 
16, the Gender Commission 


President for the Children's 
Parliament in Beni, DRC. 

"I must tell Canadians 
that DRC is a good country 
- we have many problems, 
many conflicts, but we can 
develop ourselves. We can 
change our country, this is 
what I tell other children so 
they can regain hope for 
their life. I will struggle 
hard so that all of these 
things will come true." 
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Booking.con 


A prominent hotel near 
one of the country’s busiest 
airports announced Friday 
that it is under new owner- 
ship. 

Sheraton Gateway Hotel, 
which is located near Pear- 
son International Airport in 
the north end of Missis- 
sauga, has been acquired by 
Knightstone Capital Man- 
agement Inc. from Marriott 
International, Inc. for ap- 
proximately $130 million 
CAD. 

The hotel is located within 
Terminal 3 of Pearson, 
which is the country’s 
busiest airport and the sec- 
ond busiest international 
airport in North America 
with 50 million annual pas- 
sengers. 

Following the purchase, 
the hotel will undergo an 
extensive renovation of the 
guest suites and common 
areas to modernize the 
property in line with the 


newest generational design 
standards outlined by Sher- 
aton. 

"We are excited to join 
Marriott International's 
family of brands as the 
owner of the Sheraton Gate- 
way," said Alan Perlis, Pres- 
ident of Knightstone Capital 
Management, in a state- 
ment Friday. "The extensive 
renovations will improve 
the overall guest experience 
bringing the Gateway into 
the modern era. The new 
look and feel will elevate 
the Property and compli- 
ment the unparalleled guest 
services offered by the 
Sheraton and Marriott 
team.” 

Built in 1991 as a Swiss6- 
tel, the Hotel features 474 
guest suites, 18,600 square 
feet of function space, a 
full-service restaurant and 
bar, and a range of guest 
amenities including a club 
lounge, indoor pool, and fit- 


ness centre. The renovation 
will take place over a one- 
year period, and the Hotel 
will remain open and oper- 
ational during the renova- 
tion with minimal 
interference to the guest ex- 
perience. 

Marriott International 
will continue to operate the 
property under a Sheraton 


long-term management 
contract, via an affiliated 
entity. 


Knightstone Capital Man- 
agement Inc. is a Toronto- 
based real estate 
development firm founded 
in 2001 focused on develop- 
ing assets that produce 
long-term cash flow 
through long-term owner- 
ship. Knightstone currently 
manages a portfolio of in- 
vestment properties valued 
at over $1 billion with a con- 
centration on hospitality 
and academic assets. 
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When it comes to debit and credit cards, what’s secure? 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Which is a more secure 
debit or credit card? Well, it 
depends on your perspec- 
tive. 

There are two strategies 
to making your choice - the 
one which offers the most 
security against loss, or the 
one which is more fiscally 
responsible. 

I have been using credit 
cards and debit cards for 
more than 25 years now. In 
my opinion, credit cards are 
better than debit cards be- 
cause credit cards have 
some exclusive benefits that 
can't be provided by the lat- 
ter 

Some of the exclusive 
benefits of credit cards in- 
clude: 

30-50 days of interest- 
free credit: A credit card 
provides you interest-free 
credit up to a specified 
limit. The credit limit can 
be utilized the way you 
want to. In comparison, 
debit cards don't give you 
interest-free credit. 

Also, the credit cards 
build or improve your 
credit history and credit 
score: For people who have 
never taken a loan, credit 
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cards are an essential tool 
to build their credit history 
and a higher score. Not only 
that, but in the case of peo- 
ple with bad poor credit 
history or a low score, 
credit cards are an excellent 
tool to improve and repair 
their credit score. Debit 
cards don't help you build 
or improve your credit 
score. 

There are also common 
benefits of credit cards and 
debit cards. 

Every time you transact 
using your credit card, you 
earn some reward points. 
Most of the reward points 
are usually redeemable 
against vouchers/gifts or 
Air Miles for purchasing 
airline tickets or for pay- 
ment for merchandise at 
stores. 

Credit card companies 
make many deals on card 
usage. Some movies offer 
vouchers, fuel discounts, 
cashback offers, or reward 
points. But, when using a 
debit card, you rarely get 
any of these offers. Credit 
cards can be right for you... 
if you are cautious about 
how to use them. 


Ontario Taking the 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


Last week, Ontario’s Min- 
ister of Health, Christine 
Elliott, announced the next 
steps in our plan to mod- 
ernize our health care sys- 
tem. 

As part of this plan, we 
are continuing the transi- 
tion to Ontario Health 


Teams so that you have ac- 
cess to an integrated, con- 
nected, patient-centered 


health care system. 
Ontario Health Teams 
will provide co-ordinated 
and integrated care across 
the various agencies and 
practitioners that provide 


Credit cards are more se- 
cure against loss, as they 
come with legal protections 
and loss limitations. How- 
ever, it is easy to get your- 
self into a boatload of 
sky-high interest building, 
and unsecured revolving 
debt. It's the kind of debt 
that quickly becomes un- 
manageable and results in 
years of severe financial 
losses and great sacrifice to 
catch up with. 

Debit cards do not pro- 
tect against a loss like credit 
cards, and therefore are 
riskier in that regard. If 
someone compromises your 
debit card, they have imme- 
diate access to all the 
money in every account at- 
tached to the card. 

However, you are only 
spending your own money, 
not borrowing any. So, if 
you watch your budget, a 
debit card can be very con- 
venient, help keep spending 
records organized, and even 
make you safer in that you 
don't have to carry around 
cash. And, you're not build- 
ing up soul-crushing debt. 

They only hit your check- 
ing account once monthly. 


health care within a com- 
munity. 

For example, an Ontario 
Health Team could include 
hospitals and primary care, 
home and community care, 
mental health and addic- 
tions, as well as long-term 
or palliative care. These 
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If you're doing it right, 
you're having the credit 
card paid off automatically 
each month. This is a single 
monthly transaction, so it's 
much easier to balance your 
checkbook and much easier 
to see how much you're 
spending. 

Debit cards come out 
slowly, so you don't really 
know how much of your 
budget is "walking around 
money". With a credit card, 


teams would provide seam- 
less care across your entire 
health journey. 

This vision for a con- 
nected system of care is 
supported by those in the 
public health sector, includ- 
ing the Medical Officer of 
Health for Wellington-Duf- 
ferin-Guelph Public Health, 
Dr. Nicola Mercer. 

In a recently co-authored 
column with Medical Offi- 
cers of Health Dr. Vera 
Etches and Dr. Elizabeth 
Richardson, they described 
Ontario Health Teams as a 
powerful way to change the 
health of Ontarians. 

Another aspect of seam- 
less health care that our 
government is working to- 
wards is through a new 
Digital First for Health 
Strategy. This strategy will 
allow you and your family 
to have access to quality 
care when and where you 
need it. 

The first phase of this dig- 
ital strategy will increase 
the availability of appoint- 


you see how much you 
spent that way when you 
get the notice in your email 
or text on your phone. 

It's a wakeup call that 
debit cards don't give you. 
This is the most important 
reason why credit cards are 
better. 

Now, there is a little bit of 
a danger with credit cards. 
Some people don't use them 
properly. Some people see 
this high limit, and they just 


ments through secure video 
conferencing technology. 
Over the next year, our plan 
aims to move approxi- 
mately 55,000 more visits 
by Ontarians to their physi- 
cians to video visits. This 
change will ensure that you 
have direct access to your 
physician in the location of 
your choice, including from 
home. 

Video visits would not re- 
place in-person appoint- 
ments; rather, this 
improvement will ensure 
that you have more options 
and greater flexibility. 

As part of the Digital First 
for Health Strategy, we are 
also. enabling Ontario 
Health Teams to have the 
patient information they 
need to provide coordinated 
and connected care. This 
will ensure that when re- 
ceiving care, you don’t need 
to tell your health care 
story over and over to each 
new doctor you visit. 

The Digital Strategy will 
provide the opportunity for 


keep swiping up the card. 

Don't do that. If you can't 
manage a budget, you prob- 
ably shouldn't have either 
type of plastic, because 
spending more than you 
have is the easiest way to go 
broke. 

Brampton-based — Surjit 
Singh Flora is a veteran 
journalist and _ freelance 
writer. He is a popular 
media commentator on cur- 
rent affairs. 
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Next Steps to End Hallway Health Care 


future innovations, ranging 
from simple efficiencies 
like expanded access to on- 
line appointment booking, 
to complex solutions to 
manage health resources 
through predictive analytics 
and data integration. 
When all of our health 
care partners work to- 
gether, we can improve 
health care outcomes for 
you and your loved ones, 
and reduce demands placed 
on hospitals and emergency 
services. By combining our 
plan to create a patient- 
centered health care sys- 
tem with strategic 
investments such as the re- 
cent $2.7 million invest- 
ment in the Headwaters 
Health Care Centre, we are 
working tirelessly on our 
commitment to end hallway 
health care. For more infor- 
mation about our work to 
date, visit 
sylviajonesmpp.ca or call 1- 
800-265-1603. 
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The Region of Peel has re- 
leased its 2019 Economic 
Bulletin demonstrating that 
Peel’s economy remains 
healthy. Key highlights in- 
clude: 

- Peel continues to grow 
as the region attracts new 
residents and businesses. 

- The population reached 
1.49 million in Q3 2019, 
which is 0.7 per cent more 
than the last year. 

- Quarterly average 
labour force has increased 
1.8 per cent in Q3 2019. 

- Quarterly average em- 
ployed labour force in- 
creased by 2.7 per cent in 
Q3 2019. 

- Higher employment and 
lower unemployment rates 
will lower the demand for 


Infrastructure 
ENN a 


some Regional services. 
The robust growth within 
the Region continues within 
broad macroeconomic 
changes of the year, includ- 
ing slowing Canadian and 
Provincial GDP growth, low 
inflation and interest rates, 
low unemployment, house- 
hold debt remaining ele- 
vated, and Federal and 
Provincial fiscal deficits re- 
maining in the medium 
term. In a statemernt Fri- 
day, the Region said it has a 
number of strategies in 
place to ensure Peel is 
equipped to adapt to the 
changing economic land- 
scape: a Long-Term Finan- 
cial Planning Strategy, a 
Housing Master _ Plan, 
Growth Management Strat- 


rs 


egy, and Climate Change 
Master Plan. 

In 2019, the Region com- 
missioned the Mowat Cen- 
tre to conduct a 
socio-economic study to 
better understand how the 
changing nature of employ- 
ment will impact municipal 
fiscal sustainability. 

The results of this study 
have been shared with the 
Association of Municipali- 
ties Ontario (AMO), the 
Federation of Canadian Mu- 
nicipalities (FCM) and the 
Provincial government. 
Peel’s forward-looking ap- 
proach positions the Region 
to adapt to the changing 
economy. 


The 2019 Infrastructure 
Status and Outlook Report 
has been released, the Re- 
gion of Peel announced Fri- 
day. 

The new report indicates 
that the Region’s infrastruc- 
ture has achieved the target 
rating of ‘Good’. A score of 
‘Good’ allows the Region to 
balance investing enough in 
the infrastructure to sup- 
port efficient and reliable 
services while maintaining 
affordable tax and utility 
rates for the community. 

“Meeting the target of 
‘Good’ demonstrates the Re- 
gion of Peel’s commitment 
to responsible stewardship 


of the infrastructure 
through proactive, long- 
term planning," said 


Stephen VanOfwegen, Com- 
missioner of Finance and 
Chief Financial Officer. 

"This planning and previ- 
ous capital programs al- 
lowed the Region of Peel to 
add and replace many out- 
dated and deficient assets 
with new, modernized in- 
frastructure. Over the next 
10 years, the Region will 
continue to invest appropri- 
ately in these assets to en- 
sure they serve the needs of 
residents and contribute to 
a Community for Life in 
Peel.” 

The Region owns and op- 
erates roads, bridges, build- 
ings, pipes, fleet and 
equipment to support serv- 
ices from Housing Support 
to Water Supply, with a re- 


Peel’s 2019 Economic Growth Bulletin released 


placement value of approx 
imately $29.6 billion. 

The ‘Good’ rating meang 
most of the Region’s assets 
are achieving their Counci 
approved targets. In ordel 
to maintain a good rating 
the Region plans to inves 
approximately $2.9 Billio 
over the next 10 years. 

A summary of the majoi 
infrastructure projects 
scheduled for the next 1q 
years can be found in the 
2019 Infrastructure Status 
and Outlook Report, whic 
can be read by visiting the 
Region of Peel website ai 
peelregion.ca/budget/2020 
/pdf/o9-The-2019-Infra 
structure-Status-and-Out 
look. pdf. 


Region of Peel Remains Committed to Finding Efficiencies 


The Region of Peel contin- 
ues to demonstrate its com- 
mitment to delivering 
services that are effective 
and efficient and provide 
value for resident tax dollars, 
it was announced Thursday 
at the Region’s regular re- 
gional council meeting. 

“As part of the Continuous 
Improvement Program, ef- 
forts are regularly under- 
taken to identify efficiencies 
and improve the quality and 
effectiveness of services 
through such methods as 
Lean Six Sigma, digital en- 
hancements and _ service 
evaluations,” said Catherine 
Matheson, Corporate Serv- 
ices Commissioner. “The Re- 
gion’s goal is to ensure that 
services are delivered effec- 


tively and in the most effi- 
cient manner possible - re- 
ducing the need for 
increased taxes on residents 
and businesses in Peel.” 

In 2019, 47 continuous im- 
provement initiatives were 
completed contributing to 
cost savings of $2.58 million 
and cost avoidance of $1.89 
million. Some of these initia- 
tives include: 

- Converting existing street 
lighting for roadways and/or 
intersections to energy effi- 
cient LED lighting, resulting 
in reduced energy costs of 
$400K 

- Piloting lower-carbon 
fuel alternatives and vehicle 
technologies as part of the 
Green Fleet Strategy with a 
current annual projection of 


580 tonnes of reduced green- 
house gas emissions 

- Implementing a digital 
menu solution in Long Term 
Care Centres, reducing de- 
lays in updating dietary in- 
formation for residents and 
reducing food waste and 
paper use with $41K cost 
savings and $10K annual cost 
savings respectively 

- Improving the functional- 
ity of the Regional call centre 
to better manage calls, re- 
sulting in an improved serv- 
ice experience and cost 
avoidance of $175K 

The financial benefits 
achieved from the program 
were reflected in the 2019 
Continuous Improvement re- 
port, which was distributed 
at Thursday’s meeting. 
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As we near the end of the year and term of office for our 
Board of Directors, this year we combine our Annual General 
Meeting with our after-business Mix & Mingle, so that we can 
formally report to you, our members, on the activities and 
financial performance of the organization over the past year, 
and vote for our 2020 Board of Directors. 


WEDNESDAY 


DEC. 11 


AGM: 

1:30 PM - 3:30 PM 
MIX & MINGLE: 

3:30 PM - 4:30 PM 

MISSISSAUGA 


CONVENTION 
CENTRE 


KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 


BRIAN SUTHERLAND 
Development lead 
Lakeview Village project 


WWW.MBOT.COM 
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Best businesses honoured during award gala 


It was a banner occasion last 
Thursday as hundreds of busi- 
ness professionals throughout 
the city during the annual 
Mississauga Board of Trade 
(MBOT) Awards of Excellence, 
held at the Mississauga Con- 
vention Centre. 

Business in dozens of indus- 
tries were on-hand to cele- 
brate the annual awards, 
which recognized upcoming 
and established companies 
and small businesses through- 
out Mississauga. Hosted by 
MBOT president David Wojcik 
and Sauga 960AM personality 
Norm Murray, the event hon- 
oured entrepreneurs, emerg- 
ing and established businesses 


=e — 


— 


throughout the city, with 
awards ranging from Best En- 
trepreneur of the Year to In- 
ternational Trade of the Year. 

The night’s winners in- 
cluded the following: 

- New Business of the Year: 
INNOVA Integrated Wellness 
Centre 

- Sam McCallion Commu- 
nity Involvement of the Year: 
CJ's SKATEPARK 

- Clean and Green of the 
Year: Hilton Mississauga 
Meadowvale 

- Not for Profit of the Year: 
Heart House Hospice 

- Business Innovation of the 
Year: SOTI Inc. 

- International Trade of the 


Year: Nightingale Corporation 

- Small Business of the Year: 
Prism Care Corporation 

- Large Business of the Year: 
Weston Forest 

- Employer of the Year: Kel- 
logg Canada Inc. 

- Emerging Business Leader 
of the Year: Emilee Feely, 
Feely Music 

The night capped off with a 
special presentation by Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie to Dr. Mo- 
hamad Fakih, the President 
and founder of local restau- 
rant chain Paramount Fine 
Foods. 

Faikh was honored with a 
Key to the City for his business 
and charitable achievements 


throughout the community. 
The award is the city’s most 
prestigious form of recogni- 
tion, Crombie said in her in- 
troductory speech. 
“Mohamad is an outstand- 
ing, hardworking entrepre- 
neur who continues to gives 
back to our community and 
beyond,” said Crombie. “He is 
a champion for diversity and 
inclusion and a true commu- 
nity leader. He shares his suc- 
cess with others and continues 
to support those who need it 
most. From supporting my 
city-wide food drive to hiring 
hundreds of Syrian refugees 
and calling upon others to do 
the same, Mohamad is helping 


ensure that everyone in our 
city has an equal opportunity 
to succeed. When the lives of 
six Muslims were claimed in a 
Quebec mosque shooting, Mo- 
hamad raised funds to pay for 
the victims’ funerals and re- 
pairs to the mosque. And on 
several occasions, Mohamad 
has acted as an advocate for 
diversity and inclusion and a 
voice for new Canadians. 

He is a valued community 
member and inspiration to us 
all,’ Crombie added. 

Fakih moved to Canada 
from Lebanon in 1999 when 
he was 23 years-old. In 2006, 
Dr. Fakih purchased a nearly 
bankrupt restaurant and 


transformed it into what is 
now known as the fastest 
growing Middle Eastern Halal 
restaurant chain in North 
America - Paramount Fine 
Foods. 

Paramount currently em- 
ploys over 2,000 people with 
65 locations throughout the 
world. 

“When people talk about 
Canada, they say it’s diverse, 
it’s inclusive, it’s a place of op- 
portunity,” Faikh said after re- 
ceiving the award. “That’s 
especially true of Mississauga! 
And here in Mississauga, we 
celebrate that diversity and in- 
clusion. For all people. Thank 
you for the award.” 


MBOT TV Weekly Recap 
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NEWS LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Shoppers World Brampton celebrates 50th in style 


by Surjit Singh Flora 

Bramptonians gathered at 
Shoppers World Brampton 
on Nov. 9 to celebrate a 
milestone anniversary - the 
mall’s 50th birthday. 

Since 1969, the mall has 
been home to a number of 
well-known — department 
stores and a waterslide that 
was once operated by a ten- 
ant known as White Water. 

Shoppers World Brampton 
commemorated its big 5-0 
with an assortment of fes- 
tivities including a pop-up 
museum, cultural and com- 
munity performances, and 
guest speakers from the City 
of Brampton, Government 
of Ontario and Federal 
Canada, and RioCan. 

The pop-up museum high- 
lighted memories over the 
decades and included his- 
toric photos of the centre. 

Brampton South MP Sonia 
Sidhu and City Councillor 
Jeff Bowman, who was Act- 
ing Mayor while Mayor 
Patrick Brown was on a 
business trip overseas, were 
joined by former councilor 
John Sanderson (Wards 
3&4), regional director of 
operations for RioCan’s Cen- 
tral Ontario division, Steve 
Stevens, and a number of 
guest speakers. 

Two stores in the centre, 
Peoples Jewellers and Bank 
of Montreal, received 
plaques to commemorate 
them being the two longest- 
standing retail tenants. 

The mall’s general man- 
ager, Penny Karas, said in 
her opening remarks that 
"Brampton has_ evolved 


tremendously over my 20- 
plus years as General Man- 
ager of Shoppers World 
Brampton, but one thing re- 
mains constant - this shop- 
ping centre continues to be 
a beloved emblem of Bramp- 
ton's historic Peel Village. 

Community members of 
all ages, across the City of 
Brampton, have fond mem- 
ories of time spent in this 
centre over the past 50 
years, and I'm incredibly 
proud to be celebrating five 
decades as a hub for connec- 
tion and exploration," Karas 
told the crowd. 

The mall’s milestone cele- 
bration followed RioCan's 
recent announcement to re- 
vamp it into a walkable, cy- 
clable, transit-oriented, 
multi-use community with a 
large focus on accessibility. 

In 1961, Elder Mines & De- 
velopment Ltd. and Peel Vil- 
lage Developments created 
Shoppers World Danforth. 
The targeted completion 
date was March 1962. 

The two _ developers 
merged into a new com- 
pany, Peel-Elder Limited, 
and began the development 
of Shoppers World Bramp- 
ton on a farmer's field that 
had been purchased by 
Charles F. Watson of Peel- 
Elder Ltd. 

Peel-Elder was also the de- 
veloper of the Brampton's 
Peel Village community. In 
1961, planned tenants were 
Loblaws, Zellers, Yells, Bata 
Shoe, a Maher shoe store, 
Lady Ellis dress shop, Bi- 
Rite Drugs, Tip Top Tailors 


and banks. In all, it planned 
for 55 stores, plus a depart- 
ment store, bowling alleys, 
and a movie theatre. A 1963 
advertorial for Peel Village 
describes the mall with 57 
shops. 

Shoppers World Brampton 
opened in 1969 as the city's 
first indoor mall. Major ten- 
ants at the time were Kmart, 
Dominion, and Canada Safe- 
way, with a total of 25 
stores. The movie theatre 
closed after several years. It 
was gutted and re-opened as 
a Jumbo Video. 

In 1971, Simpsons Ltd. de- 
cided to build a location of 
its department store at the 
mall, at a cost in excess of $2 
million. The first of six 
scheduled locations, it was 
to open in Aug. 1972. The 
92,000 square foot Bramp- 
ton site was designed for 
higher sales, with higher 
cabinets and 85 per cent 
selling space, compared to 
the chain's usual 70 per cent 
usage. 

Simpsons' policy was to 
hold equity interest in its 
landlords, resulting in it 
purchasing $5 million of 
Peel-Elder stock, simultane- 
ous to Hambros Corp. of 
Canada doing the same; 
each held roughly 15% of 
the corporation. 

The funds were ear- 
marked for expansion of the 
Brampton and Danforth 
malls, build high rises in 
Peel Village, and Preston's 
Peel Valley Highlands. The 
1972 expansion increased 
the mall to 118 stores and 


600,000 square feet, from 
its previous 25 stores, 
350,000 square-foot maxi- 
mum. By the opening day, 
Charles Elder envisioned 
140 stores, 1 million square 
feet of retail, and an office 
building. 

When Dominion and 
Simpsons decided to build 
more extensive, more mod- 
ern facilities in the mall, 
owners Kesmark Ltd. reno- 
vated the area they had oc- 
cupied as "Phase Two" of 
the mall. The multimillion- 
dollar project, which fea- 
tured 30 new _ stores, 


brought the mall's total to 
185. Phase Two opened 


March 10, 1982. 

An indoor water park, 
White Water, was briefly at 
the mall from 1984 to 1985. 

In 1997, the mall was 
owned by Pension fund Re- 
alty Limited, a privately held 
real estate company owned 
by several Canada's largest 
institutional investors. 

As of February 2000, 
OMERS had owned Shop- 
pers World for roughly five 
years. It swapped Shoppers 
World for a 2.5 per cent eq- 
uity stake in RioCan Real Es- 
tate Investment Trust. 
RioCan was to finance the 
balance of the $46.5 million 
prices with an $18.5 million 


mortgage on the site. A mas- 
sive renovation of the shop- 
ping complex subsequently 
brought a new wave of cus- 
tomers to come in. 

The mall is home to some 
of Brampton's oldest family- 
operated businesses. 

A Target store opened on 
March 19, 2013, in the space 
that had been occupied by 
Zellers and _ previously 
Kmart. This location was 
one of the first 24 locations 
to open in Canada. It closed 
in 2015 when Target with- 
drew operations in Canada. 

The space is now the home 
to a Giant Tiger, GoodLife 
Fitness, Staples, and a JYSK. 


Toys for Tots kicks off with generosity 
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It all began in 1993 when 
Peel Regional Police partnered 
up with Canadian Tire and 
Salvation Army to create the 
Toys for Tots campaign. 

Officers initially collected 
donations in water jugs to 
purchase new toys for under- 
privileged children within the 
community. 

Each year, the force strives 
to reach more and more chil- 
dren by delivering a message 
of hope and encouragement to 
them and their families in a 


manner which is meaningful 
and relevant. In 2018, nearly 
9,000 families were assisted 
by the campaign. 

Constable Emily Rogers, the 
Chairperson for the 2019 Toys 
for Tots campaign, said the 
campaign is in its 27th season 
of collecting new, unwrapped 
toys, gift cards and more for 
families in need of assistance. 

“It is such a wonderful op- 
portunity to be able to give the 
gift of Christmas to so many 
children and families in 


need... we are partnered with 
Salvation Army and Canadian 
Tire to provide toys to families 
in need of assistance over the 
holidays.” 

The campaign, which runs 
through Dec. 15, is emphasiz- 
ing gifts aimed towards older 
children in the 10-14 year old 
range. 

“The generosity within Peel 
Region is incredible, and I 
can’t wait to have another suc- 
cessful campaign this year,” 
Rogers added. 
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Charitable fundraising dinner gives back 


by Alex Gregory 


A long-running charita- 
ble fundraiser is set to cel- 
ebrate its biggest year yet 
- all in support of needy 
residents across Missis- 
sauga. 

Hundreds of residents 
will help fight hunger and 
support local food banks 
later this month during the 
Twas The Bite Before 
Christmas dinner, which 
celebrates its eleventh an- 
niversary on Tuesday, De- 
cember 3rd at the Oasis 
Convention Centre in 


south Mississauga. 

The annual fundraising 
dinner, which supports 
local food banks in Missis- 
sauga and helps feed hun- 
gry residents, has raised 
hundreds of thousands for 
charitable efforts during 
the busy holiday season. 
Last year, the fundraiser 
celebrated its tenth an- 
niversary with an assort- 
ment of initiatives and 
fundraising events held 
throughout the city, and 
this year promises to push 


the limit even further, with 
breakfast events, a flagshp 
turkey dinner, food drives 
and much more. 

With multiple events 
scheduled over the month 
of December and many 
tons of food set to be 
raised to help support the 
city’s hungriest families, 
2019 promises to be the 
biggest event to date. 

The dinner, which was 
first held in 2009, has dra- 
matically grown over the 
years, event chair Dan 


Meadowcroft told Peel 
Weekly News. 

“It all started with a 
group of volunteers sitting 
around a table, and has 
grown to become one of 
south Mississauga’s pre- 
mier fundraising events,” 
said Meadowcroft. “The 
community comes _ to- 
gether through a series of 
events every year, and 
(the) response has been 
phenomenal.” 

Proceeds from the event 
will go towards The Mis- 
sissauga Food Bank and 
the Compass Food Bank in 
Port Credit, with non-per- 
ishable donations being 
accepted throughout the 
campaign. 

The festivities kicked off 
last week with a pair of 
themed events - Bad Hom- 
bres Night, held at CABIN 
Port Credit, which offered 
liquor tasting, food and ca- 
maraderie for local gents, 
and Ladies’ Night, held 
Monday at POSTA, which 
brought a touch of class to 
the waterfront with a se- 
lection of eats, gift bags, 


entertainment and more. 

Next Sunday, Dec. 1, 
Roc’n Doc’s will host the 
annual Bite Before Christ- 
mas Launch Party, featur- 
ing live music from Chuck 
Jackson and the All-Stars, 
along with surprise guests 
and much more! Admis- 
sion is $5 per person (food 
donations accepted in lieu 
of cash admission), and 
the event runs from 4:30 - 
8:30 p.m. 

The sold-out flagship 
turkey dinner will take 
place at Oasis Convention 
Centre on Tuesday, Dec. 3, 
with more than 600 par- 
ticipants coming together 
to enjoy a full holiday din- 
ner served by local com- 
munity advocates and 
dignitaries, along with live 
entertainment... and a few 
surprises! 

Additional events being 
held throughout December 
include a_ fundraising 
breakfast event at Drake: A 
Firkin Pub (6982 Financial 
Dr.) on Saturday, Dec. 7, 
beginning at 8 a.m.,and 
Mississauga-South MPP 


Rudy Cuzzetto’s “Bite at 
the Brogue” fundraiser on 
Tuesday, Dec. 10 at the 
Brogue Inn (136 Lakeshore 
Rd. E.), beginning at6:30 
p.m. 

The 11th Annual Bite 
Turkey Drive, which bene- 
fits families in need 
throughout Mississauga, 
will also run through Dec. 
16, raising hundreds of 
pounds of turkeys to bene- 
fit the Mississauga Food 
Bank and Compass Food 
Bank, through the commit- 
ted support of generous 
residents and local organi- 
zation NexGenRX. . 

More than ever, ‘Twas 
The Bite Before Christmas 
is a celebration of unity 
and cooperation, and a 
way to help fight hunger 
and bring hope to Missis- 
sauga’s least fortunate 
families. 

Tickets for all events can 
be purchased by emailing 
twasthebitebefore@gmail. 
com, visiting the Bite web- 
site at  twasthebitebe- 
forechristmas.com or 
calling (905) 306-8000. 


Local rock group reunites for documentary 


It was a reunion of local 
rock legends this past week- 
end, as a famed Mississauga 
group reformed for a special 
documentary film shoot. 

Legendary Canadian rock 
group Triumph, which 
formed in Mississauga in 
the mid-70s, came together 
for a special performance 
for 300 superfans at Metal- 
works Studios, owned by 
founder and Triumph lead 
vocalist Gil Moore, this past 
Saturday. 

The full Triumph lineup, 
including guitarist Rik Em- 
mett and bassist Mike 
Levine - performed for fans 
as part of the upcoming doc- 
umentary “Triumph: Lay It 
On The Line”, which docu- 
mented the group’s first 
performance in eleven 
years, and their first per- 
formance as a three-piece 
trio in 31 years. 

"Mike, Rik and I are 
thrilled to revisit Triumph’s 
history, and especially to ex- 
press our gratitude to our 
amazing fans," Moore said 
prior to the event, which 


was organized by produc- 
tion company Banger Films. 
”This documentary is our 
way of reaching out to all 
those people who have 
touched us along the jour- 
ney to say 'thanks.'" 

Slated for release in 2020, 
the film covers TRIUMPH's 
humble beginnings as sta- 
ples of the GTA circuit in the 
mid-70s to their heyday as 
touring juggernauts, selling 
out arenas and stadiums all 
across North America with 
their legendary spectacular 
live shows — and way be- 
yond. 

Moore, Levine, and Em- 
mett formed the group in 
1975, and their blend of 
heavy riff-rockers with pro- 
gressive odysseys, peppered 
with thoughtful, inspiring 
lyrics and virtuosic guitar 
playing quickly made them a 
household name in Canada. 

Anthems like "Lay It On 
The Line", "Magic Power" 
and "Fight The Good Fight" 
broke them in the USA, and 
they amassed a legion of 
fiercely passionate fans. But, 


as a band that suddenly split 
at the zenith of their popu- 
larity, 

Featuring interviews with 
the band, their contempo- 
raries, their close friends 
and partners, and their fans, 
this film will be an all-ac- 
cess pass into the story be- 
hind the hit records and the 
light shows. 

Overflowing with unseen 
footage and unheard audio, 
the film is aimed diehard 
fans and the casual ob- 
servers, and features a story 
about the three friendships 
that formed the basis of one 
of Canada's most successful 
rock bands. 

Last year, Moore was 
asked in an interview if 
there was any chance of the 
band ever playing shows 
again. 

"It's really, really hard to 
say," he responded. "I don't 
bullshit; I just tell you the 
truth and where it's at. 
Times change, and I've got- 
ten into a whole different 
career with Metalworks... 
Metalworks was originally a 


little recording studio with 
10 people and now Metal- 
works has got a hundred 
employees, and it's a big op- 
eration, so I'm kind of tied 
down with that. I'm tied 
down in a good way. When I 
say 'tied down,' I'm doing 
what I love. My oldest 
daughter is the controller to 
the company, and I get to 
work with her every day. So 
that's my thing. It just 
comes down to hours in a 
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day." Back in 2016, Moore 
and Levine reunited with 
Rik as special guests on the 
"RES 9" album from Em- 
mett's band RESOLUTION9g. 
After 20 years apart, Em- 
mett, Levine and Moore 
played at the 2008 editions 
of the Sweden Rock Festival 
and Rocklahoma. A DVD of 
the historic Sweden per- 
formance was made avail- 
able four years later. 
Emmett has said in vari- 


ous interviews over the 
years that he welcomed the 
chance to play Triumph 
songs with Moore and 
Levine again, but that those 
two have been reluctant to 
commit. 

"If the carrot was big 
enough and golden enough, 
I think it would make Mike 
and Gil, but especially Gil, 
do it," Emmett told the QMI 
Agency back in 2012. 
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“Window Wonderland” 
Live Holiday Window Display 


Saturdays 3:00pm - 6:00pm 

The PC local business windows are being beautifully decorated for 
the holidays! Watch as the windows come to life with Dancers, 
Musicians and other talented artists playing the starring roles. 

*List of participating businesses on the website 


NOVEMBER 23 & 30 


The Brightwater Family Skating Party 


4:00pm - 7:00pm - Elmwood Lot 
Brightwater is hosting a holiday party and you are invited! 
Come out and enjoy a FREE skate on the synthetic ice skating rink, 
have you picture taken with Santa and enjoy some hot chocolate all 
courtesy of Brightwater. The kids will love skating with the elves and 
the other fun holiday activities we have planned for the whole family! 


NOV 30 - DEC 16 


“Elf on the Shelf” Instagram Contest 
Our elves have been hard at work getting ready for the holidays in 
Port Credit and now they have taken refuge in some of the Business 
WINDOWS along the way - Find the 10 Elves in the windows 
throughout Port Credit —- Take a photo of Each Elf. 

Post all ten photos in ONE POST on Instagram using #PCelf.... and 
don't forget to tag @portcreditbia. All correct entries will be put into 
a draw for $500 in *PC Icebreaker Bucks 


DECEMBER 7 


The Lighting of the Lighthouse 
6:30pm - 8:00pm 

105 Lakeshore Rd W 

Join us for some festive entertainment, hot chocolate and a 
welcoming visit from Santa; and then help us to countdown.... 
As we light up the lighthouse for the holidays! 


DECEMBER 14 


Kid’s Shopping Day 

Various Locations 

Bring the kids out for a shopping day set-up just for them! 

Special displays with gifts $10 and under FREE DRAW - Win a family 
game pack — ballots available with any purchase 

*List of participating businesses on the website 
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V 23rd to JAN 25th 
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DECEMBER 9 


Caroling in the Park 

Port Credit Memorial Park 

Join us as we celebrate 45 years of Caroling in the park with our 
Local Lions Club. Invite your friends and neighbors to come out and 
sing along too. There will be free warm cranberry punch and cookies 
for everyone, and don't forget to bring a candle and a mug! 


DECEMBER 21 to 24 


Holiday Sip n Shop 

Various Locations 

Last minute deals to please everyone on your list! PLUS - Get $5 in * 
Icebreaker Bucks for every $50 spent at *participating Businesses - 
And when you have checked your list and checked it twice, why not 
treat yourself to a holiday inspired drink at one of the *participating 
restaurants...Go ahead you deserve it! 

*List of participating businesses on the website 


JANUARY 4 - 25 


January Icebreaker 

Various Locations 

Visit one of our fabulous *participating restaurants and enjoy a 
special food and drink menu, inspired by “Fire and Ice” and created 
to“help warm you up”! 

*List of participating businesses on the website 


JANUARY 25 2 
A Fire & Ice Affair 


2:00pm - 7:00pm - Elizabeth St. S. 


It’s time to break the ice and have some outdoor fun! 

Strolling Ice characters, Ice Sculpture demos, Ice Cocktail Bar, Fire 
Shows, Live Music, Children’s activities and more - And to help keep 
you warm.... Warming stations, Hot Beverages and the Fired-up 
Winter BBQ Sampler station! 


Visit portcredit.com 
for full details! 


PARKING 
Rene VILLAGE 


Nov 23 to Jan1 
hn 


a Port Credit 


PORT CREDIT” 


COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
Giving back 


BRIGHTWATER 


KILMER GROUP Dismondcop dream® FRAM + Slokker 
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‘Tis the Season as Christmas Comes Early to Brampton 
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City 
by Surjit Singh Flora 

Members of Brampton 
council, along with Mem- 
bers of the Sikh, Hindu, 
Muslim and Ahmadiyya 
communities, gathered on 
Sunday to celebrate the life 
and history of their reli- 
gion’s founder during a mas- 
sive celebration at 
Brampton City Hall. 

The city honoured the 
550th birthday of their reli- 
gion’s founder, Guru Nanak 
Dev Ji, and his teachings 
with a themed event that 
drew more than 500 resi- 
dents and dignitaries. 

The Event started with the 
singing of O Canada by 
Khalsa community school- 
childrena and a Kirtan cere- 
mony before Brampton 
Mayor’ Patrick Brown 
greeted the crowd and of- 
fered his thoughts on the 
special occasion. 

“Over the last few days, 
I’ve visited Gurdwaras 
throughout Brampton as the 
community marks this occa- 
sion, and I have had the 
privilege to speak with resi- 
dents and be inspired by the 
devotion I have seen first- 
hand,” said Brown. 

“Guru Nanak’s message 
about living a simple way of 
life through Kirt Karni, 
Naam Japna, and Vand 
Shakna to live truthfully, to 
meditate and to live gener- 
ously - is universal in na- 
ture and transcends 
religious lines.” 
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Brown’s message of equal- 
ity reminds us that whether 
one is a man or woman, a 
king or commoner, rich or 
poor, we all come into this 
world with nothing and we 
leave with nothing, and as 
human beings, we are all 
equal. 

His message to be compas- 
sionate and accept one an- 
other regardless of caste, 
colour, or creed reminds us 
to be kind and to respect one 
another, and most impor- 
tantly, it gives us hope. 

Last week, the monumen- 
tal unveiling of the Kar- 
tarpur (Kartaarpour) 
Corridor alone was an ex- 
ample of how Guru Nanak’s 
message is universal and 
goes beyond religion. Digni- 
taries, communities, and 
residents alike referred to 
his teachings as they shared 
their thoughts about the 
corridor. 

We have witnessed com- 
munities come together to 
mark this occasion and re- 
flect on the simple way of 
life that Guru Nanak encour- 
aged us to live. He had revo- 
lutionary thoughts and was 
aman ahead of his time. 

In recent months, the dia- 
logue around the environ- 
ment has gotten stronger, 
seen particularly after the 
City of Brampton officially 
declared a climate emer- 
gency and bolstered initia- 
tives to promote green 


energy and nature. 

The city worked to make 
changes that would reverse 
the effects the world has 
had on our climate, with a 
tree planting ceremony held 
several weeks ago that also 
included a street renaming 
for the Guru. 

“Guru Nanak Dev Ji’s 
teachings are universal and 
transcend religious lines. He 
reminds us of living simple 
lives filled with love, kind- 
ness, and respect for one an- 
other and the world around 
us,” Brown continued. “Iam 
honoured to stand here 
today with residents, coun- 
cil members, and other dig- 
nitaries and commemorate 
Guru Nanak’s 550th birth- 
day.” 

To mark this occasion, the 
city presened a proclama- 
tion to Gurdwara Jot 
Parkash Head Granthi Bahi 
Jaswant Singh and former 
Chief Priest of Damdama 
Sahib Talwandi Sabo for 
their contributions to the 
community. 

Sabo said in his speech 
that the Guru emphasized 
the need for inter-faith har- 
mony and sustained dia- 
logue among religions and 
religious communities. He 
traveled the world to pro- 
mote the culture of dialogue 
among various religious 
groups. His message is that 
all religions have merit, and 
it is necessary to learn from 
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each other to ensure harmo- 
nious living. This message of 
Guru Nanak is as relevant 
today as it was when he 
lived. 

"If you go by the sayings of 
Guru Nanak Dev Ji, he has 
stressed a lot about keeping 
the environment safe. We 
tell people in the commu- 
nity, don't cut trees,” said 
Sabo. "Guru Nanak Dev ji 
says ‘Air is our Guru, water 
is our father, the earth is our 
mother. They give us life. 
We sleep in their laps night 
and day, so we should not 
spoil them." 


Peel Regional Police 


Deputy Chief Ingrid Berke- 
ley also wished good tidings 
for the Sikh community, and 
Inspector Raj Birring spoke 
his experiences serving the 
community before he re- 
ceived a commemorative 
plaque for his support of the 
initiative. 

Counselor General Smt. 
Apoorva Srivastava from the 
Indian Embassy Canada also 
extended greeting on occa- 
sion, saying Guru Nanak's 
teachings of mutual love, 
truthfulness, brotherhood, 
and righteousness are of 
eternal relevance having a 
universal and timeless ap- 


celebrates Guru’s birthday with massive party 


peal that cut across the sec- 
tarian, communal and re- 
gional divides. 

Deputy Consul General of 
Pakistan Mr. Muhammad Ju- 
naid, local advocate Urz 
Heer, Pastor Jamie Holtom, 
Pandit Rishi Acharya, Af- 
shak Ahmed Secretary of 
Public Relations for Ah- 
madiyya Muslim Jamaat 
Brampton West, and 
Moulana Omar Subedar, 
Consulate, spoke about the 
Sikh community while say- 
ing Guru Nanak’s message 
was the same for everyone it 
was peace, unity, and love. 


Radiothon raises funds for needy residents in Peel 


A Punjabi radio station 


and members of the com- 
munity raised thousands of 
pounds of food and dona- 


tions for some of the re- 
gion’s most needy residents 
during an annual radiothon 
held last week. 
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The Punjabi radio produc- 
ers of CJMR 1320 AM radio 
station once again rallied 
around Seva Food Bank, 


which has branches in Mis- 
sissauga and Brampton, to 
help fight hunger in the 
community. This year, they 
hosted their ninth Guru 
Nanak Radiothon and Food 
Drive. 

The previous eight radio- 
thons and food drives collec- 
tively raised over $900,000 
and 360,000 pounds of food 
for Seva Food Bank. 

The Radiothon took place 
place all day on Nov. 12, 
with supporters calling in to 
make their pledges on the 
air. These shows included 
Rangla Punjab, Parvasi, Pun- 
jab Di Goonj, Geetan Naal 
Preetan, Apna Punjab Radio, 
Fulkari, Sargam, Ajj Di 
Awaaz and Mehfil. 

Listeners were also able to 
make donations on Dil Apna 
Punjabi, Surkhaab Radio, 
Sadda Virsa, Hum, Road 
News Rangoli, Voice of Asia, 
Saajh Dilan Di and Asian Vi- 


sion programs. The owners 
of CJMR 1320 AM said that 
they want to provide sup- 
port and garner much-ap- 
preciated donations to 
commemorate the occasion. 

“As we celebrate the 550th 
birthday of Guru Nanak, we 
really wanted to find a way 
to put Guru Nanak’s mes- 
sage of equality, social jus- 
tice and_ service into 
practice” remarked radio 
host Kuldip Deepak. “The 
Seva Food Bank is doing just 
that with its commitment to 
seva, selfless service, (and) 
the well-being of all human- 
ity.” 

The organizers hope to ex- 
ceed $1,000,000 in dona- 
tions once the final tally is 
calculated, said Deepak. 

The initiative also in- 
cluded a food drive that took 
place all day on Nov. 16, held 
at over 20 South Asian gro- 
cery stores across Peel Re- 


gion. ”We are beyond grate- 
ful for all the support. When 
you support Seva Food Bank 
with funds and food, you 
make a direct positive im- 
pact on the lives of families 
in need,” said Seva Food 
Bank board member Jyoti 
Bedi. “Your support means 
we can continue to increase 
our help for our hungry 
neighbours in the commu- 
nity.” 

The Food Bank first 
opened its doors in Sep. 
2010, and has grown to dis- 
tribute over 100,000 pounds 
of food a month to almost 
900 client families. 

As part of the Mississauga 
Food Bank’s city-wide net- 
work, it provides safe, nutri- 
tious and culturally 
appropriate food to clients 
from its Wolfedale Road and 
Malton locations. 
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npower canada 


Apply. Train. Hired. 


Job Training - Certification - Professional Skills - Life Skills - Job Placement 


18-29 years old? 

Begin your tech career by completing our 

free Digital Customer Care Program in only 10 
weeks. 


Scan for Info Important Information 
Monday to Friday - October 15 - December 21, 2019 


Location: MLSE Launchpad, Downtown Toronto 


Contact Sheryll Smith - 647-689-5850 ext 107 
www.npowercanada.ca/youth 


